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1 . 1 MET WITH PEREDA FOR ONE HOUR AT COLONEL NATUSCH BUSCH'S 
HOME AND WITH NATUSCH FOR ANOTHER HOUR. (THE ROLE OF 
NATUSCH, ONE OF THE FEW CHARISMATIC FIGURES IN THE 
MILITARY, IS NOT CLEAR. A BANZER LOYALIST BUT PERSONAL 
FRIEND OF PEREDA, NATUSCH BERATED PEREDA ON COUP DAY FOR HIS 
DISLOYALTY TO THE MILITARY AND HIS DAMAGING OF BOLIVIA'S 
INTERNATIONAL IMAGE THROUGH AN ILL-CONCEIVED COUP. 

SUBSEQUENTLY. HOWEVER, NATUSCH HAS BEEN HELPING PEREDA 
PICK UP THE PIECES AND URGING HIM TO SAVE THE SITUATION 
BY NEW ELECTIONS IN 1979.) 

2. PEREDA'S MAIN MESSAGE WAS THAT HE NEED TO CHANGE 
HIS TACTICS TO GET MILITARY SUPPORT BUT THAT THE BASIC 
PLAN WAS TO PROCEED WITH ANNOUNCEMENT OF A NEW ELECTION 
PLAN. ON AUGUST 6, IF AT ALL POSSIBLE (ALTHOUGH THIS 
DATE IS NO LONGER FIRM). PEREDA SAID THAT THERE WAS 
OPPOSITION TO ELECTIONS, EVEN PLOTTING AMONG SOME OF THE 
"GENERATIONAL" OFFICERS. HE HAD DECIDED THAT A MEETING 
OF UNIT COMMANDERS IN LA PAZ WAS NOT THE WAY TO WIN OVER 
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THESE OFFICERS-ESPECIALLY SINCE ALL OF THEM WOULD NOT BE 
REPRESENTED. HE HAD DECIDED, THEREFORE, TO CANCEL THE 
MEETING AND INSTEAD TO MAKE A PERSONAL WHIRLWIND TRIP 
AROUND THE COUNTRY TO TALK TO ALL OF THE OFFICERS OF EACH 
OF THE MAJOR UNITS. HE SAID HE WOULD MEET TODAY (AUGUST 1) 

WITH LA PAZ UNITS (MOSTLY BANZER LOYALISTS) AND LEAVE 
TONIGHT ON A FOUR-DAY TRIP AROUND THE COUNTRY, RETURNING 
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SATURDAY, AUGUST 5. IF ALL WENT WELL, WE WOULD STILL GO 
AHEAD WITH HIS SPEECH ON AUGUST 6. 

3. PEREDA DESCRIBED HIS MAIN PROBLEM AMONG SOME YOUNGER 
OFFICERS AS EXAGGERATED FEAR OF THE LEFT AND CONCERN 
THAT EARLY ELECTIONS MEANT TURNING OVER THE COUNTRY TO 
HERNAN SILES AND HIS, INTER ALIA, COMMUNIST SUPPORTERS. 

IF THAT WAS THE PROBLEM, I SAID, IT OUGHT TO BE POSSIBLE 
TO MAKE THE POINT THAT NOTHING WOULD STRENGTHEN THE 
POSITION OF THE LEFT MORE THAN A PROTRACTED 
PERIOD OF DE FACTO GOVERNMENT AND CONTINUING GROWTH OF 
ANTI-MILITARY SENTIMENT WHICH THE LEFT WAS OBVIOUSLY BETTER 
AT EXPLOITING THAN ANYONE ELSE. BOTH PEREDA AND NATUSCH 
SAID THEY AGREED WITH THIS AND THOUGHT THE POINTS COULD 
BE MADE, BUT MORE EFFECTIVELY IN A SERIES OF UNIT 
MEETINGS THAN IN A LARGE MEETING OF COMMANDERS. 

5. PEREDA WANTED ME TO REVIEW THE US POSITION, STRESSING 
THAT SOON US SUPPORT WAS GOING TO BE NEEDED TO CONSOLIDATE 
SUPPORT BEHIND A POLITICAL PLAN TO AVOID CHAOS. I 
REVIEWED OUR INTEREST IN A) EARLY ELECTIONS AND B) INTERNAL 
PEACE AND STABILITY IN BOLIVIA SO ITS PEOPLE COULD PROGRESS. 

I SAID WE SAW THESE TWO AS RELATED SINCE A CREDIBLE PLAN 
FOR RETURN TO DEMOCRATIC RULE WAS THE BEST MEANS TO GAIN 
THE NEEDED COOPERATION OF ALL POLITICAL ELEMENTS 
IN THE TRANSITION PROCESS. PEREDA SAID HE AGREED AND 
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THAT HE NEEDED NOT ONLY COOPERATION IN A POLITICAL PLAN, 

BUT ALSO TOLERANCE FOR TOUGH ECONOMIC MEASURES. HE 
MUSED THAT HE STILL FACED A DIFFICULT TIME BETWEEN NOW 
AND ANNOUNCEMENT OF A NEW ELECTION PLAN. 

6. 1 ONCE AGAIN RAISED THE QUESTION OF WHETHER ELECTIONS 
IN 1979 WOULD NOT BE THE BEST RALLYING POINT FOR 
NATIONAL UNITY. NATUSCH OPINED THAT HE THOUGH 12-18 
MONTHS FROM NOW WAS THE RIGHT TIME FOR ELECTIONS. 

PEREDA WAS NONCOMMITTAL, POINTING OUT THAT THE MILITARY 
HURDLE WAS NOW THE CRITICAL ONE TO GET OVER. 

7. PEREDA ASKED SEVERAL QUESTIONS ON US "RECOGNITION" AND 
AID. I REVIEWED OUR POSITION ON AFFIRMATION OF RELATIONS 
AS PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED TO TAPIA. I ALSO TOLD HIM 
THAT WE HAD NOT MADE FINAL DECISIONS ON FY78 AID, BUT 
THAT IF ALL WENT WELL IT WOULD STILL BE POSSIBLE TO 
SIGN SOME AID ASSISTANCE IN AUGUST, IF THIS WOULD BE 
HELPFUL IN CONSOLIDATING A GOOD DEMOCRATIZATION PLAN. 

9. COMMENT. PEREDA OBVIOUSLY DOES NOT HAVE ALL HIS 
DUCKS LINED UP YET FOR ANY ELECTION PLAN. HE IS WORKING 
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HARD ON THIS, BUT HIS OWN WEAK POSITION AND THE BITTER 
LEGACY OF THE COUP ARE SERIOUS DISADVANTAGES. 

BOEKER 
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